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ADOLESCENTS, INTERGENERATIONAL RE-
LATIONSHIPS AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE: 
THE ROLE OF SCHOOL AND EDUCATION  
Silvia Zanazzia 
aUniversity of Ferrara 

The panel explores the relationship between adolescence, moral development, 

environmental justice, and sustainability. Adolescents are seen as active agents 

in shaping their values and commitments, particularly concerning environmen-

tal issues. Education is crucial in this process, providing spaces for young peo-

ple to express themselves and translate their values into concrete actions. It is 

essential that adolescents’ creative energy, critical and divergent thinking, and 

the ability to embrace challenges can help find vital and transformative space 

in society. How can adults, through educational situations and experiences, ac-

company adolescents in defining and realizing their environmental justice val-

ues? The panel included contributions that explored theoretical analyses and 

reflections, empirical research findings, and the experiences of educators and 

school teachers. 

adolescence; sustainability; moral development; intergenerational relation-

ships; education 

 

 

MORAL DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE  

We believe in integral humanism, which implies a lifestyle that respects the dignity 
of all. We commit to educating our consumption standards, taking care of Crea-
tion, impacting positively our local environment, and working together with active 
civil society, science, and institutions, towards the development of the common 
good (EoF, 2022). 

Moral development is a process that extends from childhood to adulthood and in-
volves changes in thoughts, feelings, behaviors, and knowledge. During adoles-
cence, the desire for autonomy, the search for coherence, and the sensitivity to re-
lationships with others contribute to defining oneself from a moral perspective. 
Building one’s morality means defining the criteria to distinguish right from wrong, 
accepting certain values to guide one’s life, and committing oneself to making them 
concrete (Ammaniti & Ammaniti, 1995; Andreoli, 2004; Bortolotto, 2013; Lancini et 
al., 2020; Pietropolli Charmet & Cirillo, 2010; Siegel, 2013). 
The process of building identity, the common thread of developmental tasks in ad-
olescence, enhances the person’s active role in the face of change, the search for 
one’s paths, and commitment, the choice of a direction to remain faithful and 
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against which to verify, over time, one’s autonomy and coherence.  
One of the areas in which adolescents define themselves as moral subjects is that 
of respect for the environment and, more generally, sustainability. National and in-
ternational surveys have found that adolescents are increasingly informed and sen-
sitive towards the issues of environmental justice, also considered from a social 
and nutritional point of view, and are reclaiming their role as protagonists in the de-
bate on sustainability (Bandura & Cherry, 2020; Fisher, 2019; Lee et al., 2022; 
Thomaes et al., 2023). Therefore, it is essential to provide places and structured 
ways of listening to young people, so that they can make their voices heard, talk 
about their present experience, and plan the vision of the future. 
Schools and educational contexts have a great responsibility and opportunity to 
support adolescents’ growth and construction of values, create the appropriate 
conditions for them to express themselves, and translate their moral choices into 
concrete behaviors and actions. It is essential that adolescents’ creative energy, 
critical and divergent thinking, and the ability to embrace the challenges can find 
vital and transformative space in society. 
The research question that oriented the discussions within the panel is the follow-
ing: How can adults, through educational situations and experiences, accompany 
adolescents in the process of defining and realizing their environmental justice val-
ues?  

1. RESEARCH, STUDIES, REFLECTIONS, AND EXPERIENCES 

From the perspective of integral ecology, humans are a part of nature (EU, 2022). 
The analysis of environmental problems cannot be separated from that of human, 
family, work, or urban contexts, nor from each person’s relationship with herself, 
which generates a particular way of relating to others and the environment (Ber-
goglio, 2015). This assumption has been the guiding thread of the works presented. 
The panel Adolescents, Intergenerational Relationships and Sustainable Future: 
The Role of School and Education focused specifically on adolescents and their role 
in developing sustainable thinking and behaviors. It also included reflections and 
experiences on the training of adult teachers and educators who are responsible for 
fostering change and young people’s agency.  
The presented works highlighted the importance of sustainability education, with a 
focus on the role of schools in fostering a commitment to social justice. In particu-
lar, schools, and more generally education, promote the development of critical, 
creative, and responsible thinking. Critical thinking allows to analyze the causes 
and consequences of environmental problems, evaluate different perspectives and 
solutions, and question dominant consumption patterns. Creative thinking stimu-
lates the search for innovative and sustainable solutions, encouraging imagination 
and the development of new ideas. Responsible thinking promotes awareness of 
one’s actions and their impact on the environment and society, encouraging ethical 
and sustainable choices.  
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Three contributions, in particular, focused on the effectiveness of specific pedagog-
ical approaches, namely Philosophy for Children (Lipman & Sharp, 2023), outdoor 
education (Farné, Bortolotti, Terrusi, 2018), and sustainable assessment (Boud & 
Soler, 2015), in promoting awareness and the skills necessary to build a sustaina-
ble future. Philosophy for Children, for example, is based on open and respectful 
dialogue between students and teachers, fostering critical reflection and sharing 
different perspectives. Collaborative learning stimulates students’ active participa-
tion and the construction of collective knowledge, enriched by everyone’s experi-
ences and ideas. This approach encourages students to speak up, express their 
opinions, and actively participate in decisions that affect them, promoting a sense 
of responsibility and active citizenship.  
Other presentations have showcased concrete examples of workshops designed to 
cultivate sustainability literacy among young people. One particular focus is on 
fashion and textile production, a sector where issues of labor, gender equality, and 
environmental concerns converge, bringing to the forefront crucial questions of so-
cial justice often overlooked by mass consumer culture.  
Examples and reflections were shared on teacher training for sustainability, high-
lighting the importance of a holistic and transformative approach. It is crucial for 
teachers to be actively involved in the learning process, reflecting on their concep-
tions and preconceptions about sustainability, and developing innovative teaching 
strategies to promote global competence among their students. 
The pedagogical reflection and educational action must embrace a multidiscipli-
nary approach to integral ecology, involving education about limits, respect for the 
rhythms and processes of biodiversity, and the promotion of creative solutions in 
economic, commercial, and productive activities (Latouche, 2012; Rifkin, 2019). 
The guiding principle is educating for an alliance between humanity and the envi-
ronment, starting from early childhood (Capra & Luisi, 2020). 
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